
 

    

 
 
 

 
Governing the Ottoman Eastern Borderlands 

(1895-1899) 
 

public lecture by 
 

İlkay Yılmaz, Freie Universität Berlin 
 
 

Montag, 27. Mai 2024, 18.15-19.45 
Seminar für Nahoststudien, Universität Basel 

Raum E005, Maiengasse 51, 4056 Basel 
 
 
 
 
In	 her	 lecture	 İlkay	 Yılmaz	 investigates	 the	
political	 transformations	 occurring	 in	 the	
Ottoman	eastern	borderlands	between	1895	and	
1899,	 subsequent	 to	 the	Memorandum	of	Great	
Powers	 in	 1895.	 Emphasizing	 the	 interplay	
between	 internal	 colonialism	 and	 security	
strategies,	the	study	reassesses	the	intersections	
of	European	colonial	methodologies	and	Ottoman	
internal	colonial	practices.	Central	to	this	analysis	
are	 the	 administrative	 mechanisms	 and	
institutional	security	frameworks,	particularly	as	
evidenced	 in	 the	 reports	 and	 recommendations	
of	the	General	Inspectorate	of	Anatolia.	Through	
a	 meticulous	 examination	 of	 these	 historical	
records,	 this	 study	 examines	 the	 formation	 of	
political	 geography	 within	 the	 borderlands,	
intricately	 intertwined	with	 the	development	of	
security	apparatuses.	

lkay	 Yılmaz	 is	 currently	 a	 DFG	 (Deutsche	
Forschungsgemeinschaft)	 funded	 research	
associate	 at	 Friedrich-Meinecke-Institut	
(department	 of	 Modern	 History)	 at	 Freie	
Universität	 Berlin.	 She	 was	 an	 Einstein	 Senior	
Researcher	at	the	same	department.		
İlkay	 Yılmaz	 was	 a	 research	 fellow	 at	 Leibniz-
Zentrum	Moderner	Orient	 in	 the	years	2017-19	
with	a	Humboldt	Scholarship.	She	worked	as	an	
assistant	 professor	 at	 Istanbul	 University	 from	
2014	 until	 2017.	 She	 is	 the	 author	 of	Ottoman	
Passports:	 Security	 and	 Geographic	 Mobility	
(1876-1908)	 (Syracuse	 University	 Press,	 2023).	
Her	 research	 interests	 focus	 on	 the	 history	
of	security,	 passport	 history,	 inter-imperial	
collaboration	 on	 policing,	 state	 formation	 and	
history	of	violence	in	the	late	Ottoman	Empire.		


